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Objective
The objective of this assignment is to design the cover of a book that we could 

choose of a collection different titles.

We are asked to take into consideration the story of the book, the different design

elements that we have learnt and read about in chapter 2.

We had free hands on how to approach the assignment, using one or several 

pictures, combining them in Photoshop. 
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Theme
My choice fell upon Fahrenheit 451of Ray Bradbury, a science fiction story in an 

anonymous land where books are forbidden and burnt by the fire department. 

The story is about a fireman who via contact to a book connoisseur comes into 

contact with books and begins to doubt the policy and law of society regarding 

books. He begins to save books and to read them. Apart from other a bible. All 

fireman have a dog, a robot-dog,  to support them in their work but even, which 

he doesn't know, to spy upon them to see their loyalty to the fire department. 

Both the dog and the fire fighters wife report his doings to the police/fire 

department which begins to hunt him so that he is forced to leave the city and 

flees to the countryside where he finds more people like him, doubting society 

and making resistance. 

Planning

Before designing the book cover I started with a bullet point list of associations to

the title and the content of the book. The main points were of course books and 

fire but burning a book seemed both too radical for my taste and too obvious. 

The next step was to think of how to combine books and fire and making a 

relation to the story.  Possible pictures might have been to show the protagonists 

work, a library and a fire in the same picture or maybe a look back on the city 

from the countryside, a book in a hand and smoke coming from the city from 

book burnings.

An association I had was of course the book burnings during the second world 

war and a man in uniform with fire might have been an alternative.  

Then my thoughts went to the possibility of maybe including a reference to the 

content of the book which is not as obvious.

The dog, normally man's best friend, but in that case the spy that reports him to 

the police came to mind but just taking a picture of a dog and transferring it to 

look like a robot was too difficult for my Photoshop knowledge and not enough 

specific to the book.

I therefore decided to combine the three main elements, fire, book and dog. 
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The pictures

Front cover 

Showing just the moment when the protagonist is spied upon while he is reading 

a book in secrecy which I showed by taking a picture in a dark room, lighted only 

by the single flame of a lighter, getting the fire in to picture I a logical way. 

The book used was of course a bible

The next step was to include the dog which was done by taking a picture of him 

with my mobile phone and flash in order to get the reflections from his retinae. 

Those two pictures were combined in Photoshop by first opening the scenery 

picture and than inserting the dog picture, adjusting it in exposure to fit the main 

picture and to then apply a layer mask to just get the dog in the scenery frame. 

There after I did some minor adjustments to the dog with the transform tool to 

make it more realistic and copying the eye so that he got two eyes, glowing in the 

dark. 

As a final editing I did some burning to create a vignette and keep the eyes in the 

middle of the cover and added a gradient to the top to give a clearer background 

for the title and author's name.

Font and colour scheme

I tried several fonts but had in mind that a science fiction novel needed a 

technical, kind of edgy style. In the end it was OCR standard.

For the colour scheme I decided to use red as as a signal colour and having the 

same colour as a flame. For variety and to differentiate from the title the authors 

name had the same font but at about half the size and with the colour of the book

page in the glow of the flame.

Spine

For the spine I just used a black background as the front cover was quite dark and

copied the title and author from the front and added the logotype of the 
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publisher, in this case my photographic logotype.

 

Back cover

The back cover was supposed to be clean and easy to read so that the same font 

as over the whole cover was used, red to match the front cover and giving the text

about 2/3 of the space and adding an ISBN number to it and this time a larger 

version of the  logotype with a name, this time in white to match the picture and 

keep the original font.

The ISBN is taken from the Wikipedia page about5 ISBN numbers and is guiding to

that1.

The text for the back cover was copied from a recension of the 1966 film on 

imdb.co.uk 2.

The size of the book was just measured from Geoff Dyer's “The ongoing moment” 

a normal pocket book
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Reflections
A very interesting project I think. Scary in the beginning I have to say

as it leaves much space for fantasy and creativity but with that even

leaving me without a clear route to follow.

I think, after having spoken to several of my friends and family, that

the cover is successful and that one can follow the thoughts behind it

and the thoughts behind the design.

All together: I am happy with it!
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